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U-2 Pilot Award

I think it is time for someone to step out
and say what many Americans are thifking

yet few take the trouble to sct forth in con-"

crete terms.

First, however, allow mc to clear the air.
I am ot now, nor have I cver begn, ecm-
ployea y the aircraft industry. I ha\{g‘ncver
been attached to any of the flying. services
duripg my militgry service, 1 do admit to
being interested fg.aviation and very thankful
to be an Amegigan.

I bglicve it is time for the Amcrican
people to take a little democratic action and
show Mr. Khrushchev and the world what
Americans really think of men like Francis
G. Powers. .

BpC?.llSCv of diplomacy, world politics and
other %
not becfi’ible ‘to take a fruly strong stand
. for Fral#¥S Powers during his trial “That

does nitt Kiedn 'that out people cannot” show

their gfafifiide for the men flying the “dan-

gerous but necgssary reconnaissance missions

m this age of survival. .
With this ’f@'ea in mind I suggest that a
dea ‘

Francis G. PoWers Award be given each
year to an individual, flight group, research

gronp or aircraft company that made a_sig-
nificant contribution in the field of aerial

reconnaissance.” A perpetual trophy and suit-

. able plaques would be adequate.
Reasons for the institution of such an
award are manifold. First and foremost,

in my mind at leadt, is let us not fgrggt that :

desl :

Francis Powers is imprisoned in Soviét Rus-
sia au% willbe for a long, long time.

Seedoih e
know there are Americans who believ. iu
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?free men. Lek it d)sa be known that Wé"t*
e willing to take the chances and shoulder
the responsibility “for action mecessary to
prescrve this*fleedom. When we, as* frec
individuals, bégin to show our indigration
and begin taking strong individual and group
stands in matters of internatiopal affairs,
you may.Kabawured that the Kremlin will,.
re-cv@uate. . gur. national psychology. Theipu:

. attitude will change from onc of “let’s

ﬁﬁ;es'cf tact, our government has .
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\standing firm for the rights amd.priviloes
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the Rusyians and the world :1

keep pushing” to onc of “do we dare push
further?” . ‘

" The FrancigdG. Powers :Award made omrs
an_apnitd? BA¥% and publicized through 0(1’13?{
riew&¥nedid will show that Wwe Americans do'
respect individual cfforts, that we do stand
behind the dangerous but nccessary action
required to preserve ourselves and the world
from' cdtastraphic surprisg attack and that
we shall not fPngct I'rancis Powers, 4D

I have merdl presented-an' Rea. Perhaps™
some_of the readers of Avia¥8N Week who
are ig a positigm. to organige and act wilk.
pick up the.ball and cafry the idea tots
fruition.

Some cynics will say that Francis Powers
and other U-2 pilots were gid extremely
well, and that 4n- itsclf is sufffent reward>¥
To them I say this: Gentlefih YOI Were py
paid twice the salary would yayiy over Russ.:y

[N th

I owe a great'eal to Wl“rancisf‘
Powers ‘and his fellow pilots in RB-47Ls,
RB-57Ds and U-2 aircraft. Al of us do.
I humbly thank them.
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